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KOSMOKAROLINISKES

su kosminémis Laima Kreivyté, Indré Ruseckaite, Vilté Janusauskaite

Sveiki prisijunge prie kosminés Karoliniskiy odisgjos beieskant trofejy Karoliniskiy
sniego gaubliams! Tai specialiai seminarui Showcasing Modernisms: Between
Nostalgia And Criticism (Contemporary Visualisation And Storytelling) organizuojama
ekskursija, kuri prasides Vingriy stoteléje centre, kur senutis troleibusas susirinks tik
uisiregistravusius dalyvius. Leisimes j nostalgijos ir kasdienybés, tikroves ir utopijos,
realiy ir nebeesamy objekty, fantazijos ir vizijos klajones po Karoliniskes. Ekskursija
vainikuos svaigus apsilankymas TV bokéto Pauksciy take.

Karoliniskése anksciau veikes ,Dovanos” fabrikas gamino tikstancius suvenyry - nuo
lietuvaiciy tautiniais drabuziais iki sniego gaubliy su Gedimino pilimi viduje. Jei
Siandien noretume praplesti Vilniaus suvenyry serija, ko gero jtrauktume ir
legendines sovietmeCio ikonas — Zymiausius modernistinius pastatus. Taciau ar
galétume j sniego gaublj patalpinti modernistinj rajona? Kurie rajonai buty verti
tapti nostalgisku suvenyro prototipu? Ir kaip suskaidyti Sias keistas modernistines
struktiiras | smulkesnes dalis, kurios galéty tapti nostalgiSku vaizdeliu sniego
gaublyje? Lazdynai, Zirminai, Saulétekio studenty miestelis — visuotinai pripaZinti
legendiniai modernistiniai perlai, nostalgija siems rajonas galima net dél vienintelio
fakto — tai galimybe gyventi sajunginiais prizais apdovanotoje legendoje. Tuo tarpu
po $iy legendy pastatytos Karoliniskés — tai tas laZio taskas mieste, ties kuriuo
prasidéjo gyvenamujy rajony kritika, galbit kartu su jomis ir atsirado tuo metu nauji
terminai — ,miegamasis rajonas” ir ,tipinés dézutes”. Taciau karoliniskieciams — tai
vieta, kurioje jie uzaugo ir gyvena jau 40 mety ir su kuria yra nostalgiskai susieti. Tad
jei Siandien patyrinétume Karoliniskes i3 jy gyventoju pozicijos ir bandytume jzvelgti
tuos nostalgiskus taskus ar temas, galbt atrastume, kad butent nostalgija padeda
atrasti nepastebimus dalykus — o jie savo ruoZtu sukuria nauja verte, kuri vercia
persvarstyti kritiskumo ribas.

Klajojant po Karoliniskes galima susidurti su keturiais nostalgijos veidais, kuriy
kiekvienas galéty tapti ikona sniego gaublyje. Pirmasis — tai nostalgija Karoliniskiy
priesistorei: kolukio laukams, sunykusiai Karolinkos karciamai, uitvertam ir
nebenaudojamam Karolinos keliui. Ar Sie prieSistorés elementai ir rysiai yra
naudojami $iandien, ar jy nykimas keicia vietiniy gyventojy kasdienines praktikas ir
vertia nostalgiskai reaguoti j pokycius? Sovietmeciu gyvenamieji rajonai projektuoti
su konkrecia urbanistine ir architekturine ideja tam, kad kiekvienas rajonas salia
Kosmonauty prospekto tapty savotisku mazu miesteliu su tik jam bidinga erdvine
struktara, jos elementais ir zenklais. | toki vienos rankos , sukonstruota tapatybe” ir
kelési naujakuriai be dideliy galimybiy pasirinkti. [lgainiui Si3 ,sukonstruota
tapatybe” gyventojai prisijaukino ir pradéjo laikyti neatsiejama jy paciy tapatybés
dalimi, todél Siandien galima antroji nostalgija — nykstantiems ,sukonstruotos
tapatybés” zenklams. Tiek fiziniams kaip sunaikinta Ciauskucio darzelio Zaidimo
aikstele, byrantys pikseliai, tiek ir nematomiems, kaip kad kosmoso tema gatviy,
stoteliy, prekybos centry pavadinimuose, pakeista Zuvusiy vardais arba tipiniais
komerciniais logotipais. Treciasis nostalgijos veidas — tai pasidaryk pats gyventojy
iniciatyvos, jkveptos nostalgijos praeiciai. Ar dél jos, ilgedamiesi ~ankstesnio
gyvenimo bdo arba kempensuodami ,sukonstruotos realybés” trikumus, vietiniai
gerina savo realybe — sodina sodus ir darzus po langais, balkonuose kuria savo
mazas utopijas nuo Siltnamiy ik skulptary ar iskamsy galerijy, miske atidaro
naminiy gyvanéliy kapines? Ketvirtasis atvejis — tai nostalgija nejvykusiai ateiciai. Ar
finojimas, kad rajone nebuvo pastatytas mega-visuomeninis centras su kino teatru ir
sporto kompleksais, nenutiestas viadukas tarp Karoliniskiy ir Virduliskiy laity, ar
tiesiog taip ir neatsirado pasipliuskenimo baseinéliai, keicia esamajj laika ir vercia
ilgétis to, ko net nebuvo?



COSMIC KAROLINISKES

with cosmic guides Laima Kreivyté, Indré Ruseckaité, Vilté JanuSauskaite

Welcome to the Cosmic Odyssey and the search for the trophies for Karoliniskes’
snow globe! This architectural tour is a part of a seminar Showcasing Modernisms:
Between Nostalgia And Criticism (Contemporary Visualisation And Storytelling). The
tour will start at Vingriy bus stop in the center of Vilnius, where the participants
could start their journey. During the trip we would melt in the fusion of nostalgia
and prosaicness, reality and utopia, real and non-existing objects, fantasies and
visions of Karolini3kés. The tour will end at a whirly TV towers’ Milky Way.

Karoliniskés once had a factory called ,Dovana’ (,The Gift'). The factory was producing
thousands of souvenirs — beginning with dolls dressed in national costumes, as well
as snow globes with Gediminas’ Castle inside. Today, if one would like to extend the
set of Vilnius® souvenirs, the icons of the soviet times — the legendary modernist
buildings — should be included as well. But would it be possible to put a modernist
residential district in a snow globe? Which districts would merit to become a
nostalgic prototype for a souvenir? How to decompose these strange modernist
structures, so each part could be an image in the globe? Lazdynai, Zirmanai,
Saulétekis student camp — acclaimed modernist pearls, the nostalgia for them is
possible even for one fact — this is a possibility to live in a prize-winning
urban/architectural structure. Meanwhile Karoliniskés is the one built after all these
legendary districts. By that time, one could also call a ,breaking point” of the city, the
critics of modenist residential districts began. Maybe then the new terms, such as
Sleeping districts’, typical boxes” would sprang up. On the other hand for
Karoliniskes' residents, this is the place where they grew up and have been living for
40 years, and for which they, naturally, feel unconscious nostalgia. If we would try to
explore Karoliniskes throughout the position of the residents, we would encounter
the possibility that namely nostalgia is helping to discover the imperceptible objects
of the district. These objects, on their own, create a new value, which enforce to
revise the margins of criticism.

While touring through Karoliniskes we will be able to see four faces of nostalgia,
each of them could be an icon in a snow globe, The first one is nostalgia for pre-
history of Karoliniskes: fields of kolkhoz, the outworn Karolinka's inn, closed and
underused Karolina's Road. Do these elements and connections are still used today;
does their disappearance change the everyday practices of the locals and invoke the
nostalgic reactions? In Soviet period residential districts used to be designed with a
certain urban/architectural idea — each of them as a small town along Cosmonauts’
avenue with its own spatial structure, elements and signs. The new settler used to
get their flats in these towns of constructed identity’ without any alternative
chance of choice. Eventually the residents tamed this ,constructed identity’ and
began consider it as a part of the their personal identity, this is where the second
face of nostalgia emerges — nostalgia for slowly vanishing signs of ,constructed
identity’, which might be physical, like the destroyed playground of kindergarten
Ciauskutis or crumbling pixels. They might be intangible as well — like cosmic theme
in the names of the streets, bus stops, shopping centers, which is gradually replaced
by the names of the victims of fights for freedom or commercial brands. The third
face of nostalgia — “do it yourself” initiatives established by the local residents,
inspired by nostalgia for the past times. Is nostalgia the cause why locals are
ameliorating their reality longing for their former lifestyle or trying to compensate
defects of constructed reality’, so is to say — growing gardens in front of residential
blocks, creating little utopias from greenhouses to sculptures, or even stuffed
animals, opening pet cemetery in the forest 7 We will also ask — if it is possible to be
nostalgic about unfulfilled future. If knowing that mega-shopping mall with cinema
and sport gyms was not built, as well as viaduct between slopes of Karoliniskés and
Virduliskés and little swimming pools, change the perception of presence and make
us miss something that has not happen.
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